
Mrs. Babette Wils 
Population Project 
Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, 
Laxenburg, Austria 
Fax: 43-2236-71313 

A.Vishnevsky, Zh.Zayonchkovskaya 
Institute for Employment Studies, Moscow 

EMIGRATION FROM THE USSR: THE FOURTH WAVE 

Summary 

One can distinguish three main waves of Soviet emigration 
between 1917 and 1990: the first two correspond with the 
consequences of the 1917 revolution and the two world wars. A 
third, labeled "ethnic", concerns the last decades. It 
consists of representatives of minority nationalities 
dissatisfied with their status who are seeking either their 
original homeland or integration into a strong Diaspora 
abroad. Since 1988, the situation has changed. A recent 
freedom of movement has vastly increased the tide of 
emigration, mainly directed to Israel and Germany. For the 
most part, the emigrants come from large towns in Russia, 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan. 

The coming into effect in January 1993 of the laws on 
freedom of movement will accelerate this process. This process 
will be the "fo.1rth emigration", the main subject of this 
paper. 

This new "post-colonial" emigration has several aspects 
to it. Because of the long time that the "internal 
colonisation", the territorial expansion of Russians, 
continued, 25 million of Russians are living now outside 
Russia, of 1iliich 70% live in Ukraine and Kazakhstan. A 
reversal of this trend is now being witnessed with the return 
of Russians to their country and a parallel influx of other 
nationalitids to Russia. 

"Euro.t?ean" emigration abroad would affect the 
"modernis~d" populations who are far more open to the Western 
way of life, mainly inhabiting as they do the European parts 
of the ex-USSR, Siberia and the Far East. Its evolution will 
depenct on internal events in each country. 

"Asiatic" emigration will essentially be due to the 
increase in the native labour force and caused by competition 
in the labour market. The departure of "foreign elements" has 
fnr from settled the problems of over-population in Central 
Asia, which have caused a rise in unemployment and a 
:r.einforcement of tension and nationalism. The situation is 
getting worse even in Russia, which was open until now to 
various internal migrations. And so a departure abroad becomes 
the ultimate cure for the ever-worsening conditions of life. 

Another characteristic of this new wave is the departure 
of skilled manpower (the "brain drain"), mainly from the 



European republics: 85% of potential emigrants are urban 
dwellers. 

The prospects of the II fourth emigration II to no small 
degree depend on the position of the main Western countries 
where potential emigrants might go. Their immigration policy 
is not very consistent and their possibility for absorbing 
immigrants is not infinite. According to certain estimates the 
immigration capacity of Western countries varies approximately 
between 1 and 1.5 million people a year. But this is opposed 
to the emigration aspirations of the rest of the world, whose 
population exceeds that of the countries of the immigration by 
4 or 5 times. Reasonable compromises, flexible migration 
strategies are necessary to allow the citizens of the former 
USSR to forget about the Iron curtain of past years and join 
in the free exchange of the people between countries and at 
the same time avoid the extremes of an uncontrolled emigration 
explosion. 


