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The Russian history of 19-20th centuries and the history of two the most 
ancient and well known diasporas - Jewish and Armenian - are deeply intertwined. 
Nevertheless the notion of diaspora was not too popular nor in Russia, neither in the 
Soviet Union and the phenomenon of diaspora did not attract the big attention of the 
social scientists. Only after the disintegration of the USSR it turned out that the 
notion of diaspora for various reasons may work for description of the processes of 
the post-Soviet ethnic delimitation and now it is broadly used by experts. 

A dispersion was typical for many peoples of Russian and Soviet empire. Its 
ethnic map was shaped during the centuries as a result of the annexation and joining 
to the Slavic core of the Empire neighbour territories with its non-slavic populations 
and subsequent migration of a part of the indigenous interior of Empire or their 
emigration abroad as well as migration of the Russians, Ukrainians and certain 
others to new periphery of Empire. 

Such migration, sometimes voluntary, sometimes forced, sometimes semi­
voluntary, semi-forced has acquired an particularly big importance in the second half 
of 19th - first half of 20th centuries and have led to intermixing of ethnic groups and 
to the dispersion many of them. 

The Census of 1989, tw0 years before the disintegration of the Soviet Union, 
was summing up the melting pot processes in the Soviet empire. Certain results 
concerning the most numerous (500,000 and more) peoples adding up to 94.2 
percent of total population of the former USSR are shown in the Table 1. 

A dispersion due to different causes was typical for many peoples of the 
former USSR, as is shown in Table 1. At times it was a result of forced dispersion of 
a people, being a single whole in the old days, precipitated by a political disaster; in 
other times it was a result of imperial or colonial activity; in certain cases it was 
engendered by the intermixing of peoples living in the same geographical area when 
a strict territorial delimitation was not possible, etc. Historical and actual political 
realities interlaced and determined the dynamics of "diasporas". 

The dissolution of the USSR had a dramatic effect on this dynamics. On the 
one hand, the new political frontiers have cut certain groups of population off the 
territories of compact settlement of their peoples, automatically transformed them in 
the new ethnic minorities and the question of repatriation emerged for them. On the 
other hand, for certain old ethnic minorities new possibilities to migrate to their 
homeiand have appeared. The analysis of these changes by the example of six 
typical "diasporas", namely Jewish, Armenian, Russian, Ukrainian, German and 
Tatar "diasporas", is proposed in the paper. 
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Table 1. The most numerous peoples ("nationalities") of the USSR in 1989 

Living out of their Claimed as mother 
USSR Union or autonomous tongue (in percent) 

Peoples total republics or regions 
population, respectively Language Russian 

in in thou- in percent of their language 
thousands sands nationality 

Title nationalities of Union republics (90.3 percent of total population of the USSR) 
Armenians 4,627 1,545 33.4 91.7 7.6 
Tajiks 4,217 1,049 24.9 97.7 0.8 
Belorussians 10,030 2,133 21.3 70.9 28.5 
Kazakhs 8,138 1,606 19.7 97.0 2.2 
Russians 145,072 25,264 17.4 99.8 99.8 
Moldovans 3,355 564 16.8 91.6 7.4 
Uzbeks 16,686 2,563 15.4 98.3 0.7 
Ukrainians 44,136 6,766 15.3 81.1 18.8 
Azeri 6,791 990 14.6 97.7 1.7 
Kyrgyzs 2,531 303 12.0 97.8 0.6 
Turkmens 2,718 194 7.1 98.5 1.0 
Estonians 1,027 64 6.2 95.5 4.4 
Latvians 1,459 72 4.9 94.8 5.0 
Georgians 3,983 194 4.9 98.2 1.7 
Lithuanians 3,068 144 4.7 97.7 1.8 

Total 257,839 43,450 16.9 
Title nationalities of autonomous republics or regions* (2.4 percent of total population 

of the USSR) 
Tatars 6,649 4,884 73.5 83.2 16.1 
Mordovians 1 '154 841 72.9 67.1 32.7 
Maris 671 347 51.7 80.8 18.8 
Chuvashs 1,842 935 50.8 76.4 23.3 
Bashkirs 1,449 585 40.4 72.3 11.2 
Udmurts 747 250 33.5 69.6 30.0 
Ossets 598 198 33.1 87.0 7.0 
Chechens 957 222 23.2 98.1 1.7 
Avars 601 105 17.5 97.2 1.9 

Total 6,865 2,642 38.5 
Nationalities without their territorial autonomy** (1.59 percent of total population of 

the USSR) 
Jews 1,378 1,378 100.0 11 .1 86.6 
Germans 2,039 2,039 100.0 48.7 50.8 
Poles 1,126 1,126 100.0 30.5 28.6 

Total 4,543 4,543 100.0 

Ranged by a proportion of living out of their national republic or region. 

* Exepting avars- the biggest ethnic group of Daghestan republic (27.5 percent of total population of 
Daghestan). 
** Formally the Jews have their autonomous region at the Far East. But in 1989 there were only about 
9 thousand Jews and 7.8 among them claimed Russian as their mother tongue. 
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Jewish diaspora 

Until the end of 18th century the Jewish population in Russia was not 
significant but after the partition of Poland and annexation of its eastern part the 
Russian empire became a state with the largest Jewish community in the world and 
during the 19th century its role of a main fireplace of the Jewish diaspora continue 
to grow. It is thought that in 1880 53 percent of world Jewish population were 
concentrated in Russia 1 . 

In spite of so important magnitude of Jewish community in Russia (5,2 millions 
in 1897), its situation, the life conditions of the majority of Jewish population were 
very unfavourable. The emancipation of European Jews in 19th century did not 
affect the Russian Jewry, the Jews in Russian empire were deprived the most 
important economic and civil rights. The perception of endlessness and instability of 
existence in Russia motivates the Jews to emigration which became massive after 
the pogroms of early 1880s. 

The extent of emigration were growing rapidly. From 1881 to 1886 an annual 
number of Jewish emigrants averaged 12.9 thousands, in the next 5 years it was -
28.5, from 1891 to 1910 - 44.8, in the rush-years 1906-1910 - 75.1 thousands 
annualll. The total number of emigrants between 1881 and 1914 is estimated at two 
millions3

, that is almost two fifth of a total of Jewish population of Russia in 1897. 
After 1900 the net emigration of Jews exceeded their natural increase4

• The 
principal country of immigration for Jews of Russian origin was the United States. 
They formed 41 .5 percent of all Russian immigrants to the United States and 72.4 
percent of all Jewish emigrants to the United States from Europe (including Russia) 
between 1871 and 19205

. 

Nevertheless there were yet more than five millions of Jews in Russia on the 
eve of the World War I. As a result of post-war and post-revolutionary changes of 
the state frontiers about 55 percent of former Jewish population of the Empire found 
themselves in the other states6

. Certain part of those who had remained in Soviet 
Union was assimilated in the Russian, Ukrainian or Belorussian surroundings. The 
Census of 1926 enumerated 2.7 millions of Jews in the USSR, the Census of 1939-
3 millions7

. 

As a result of new revision of frontiers in 1939 and annexation by the USSR 
the Western Ukraine, Western Belorussia, Bessarabia and Baltic States the Jewish 
population of the Soviet Union has increased again and after has diminished once 
more because of the enormous losses during the World War II. These losses (the 
victims of Holocaust, the military losses, etc.) are estimated at 2.5 millions persons 
as minimum8

. After the World War II the Jewish population of the USSR has never 
approach its pre-war size. Certain time it increased slowly, hereafter it began to 

1 
Kratkaja evrejskaja enciklopedia. Jerusalem, 1994, t. 7, p. 385. 

2 
Rogger H. Tsarist policy on Jewish emigration. Soviet Jewish Affairs, 1973, 3, p. 28; Kratkaja 

evreiskaja enciklopedia, t. 7, p. 383. 
3 

Kratkaja evrejskaja enciklopedia, t. 7, p. 383. 
4 

Ibid., p. 384. 
5 

Kabuzan V. Russkie v mire. St. Petersburg , p. 322. 
6 

Obolensky V. (Ossinsky). Mezhdunarodnye I mezhkontinental'nye migracii v dovojennoj Rossii I 
SSSR. Moscow, 1928, p. 46. 
7 

Pincus B. The Jews of the Soviet Union. The history of a national minority. Cambridge, 1988, p. 89. 
6 

Pincus B. Op. cit. , p. 261. 
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reduce owing to assimilation processes, possibly to negative natural increase and -
in some degree - to emigration. 

The free emigration from the Soviet Union did not exist but in the course of 
diplomatic games with the West Soviet authorities from time to time opened a valve 
slightly for certain ethnic or confessional groups, including Jews. The number of 
Jews-emigrants between 1948 and 1990 is estimated at 592,000, 301,000 of them­
after 19869

. According to the post-war Census returns in 1959 in the USSR were 
enumerated 2.3 million of Jews (1.1 percent of total population compared with 2,5 
percent in 1940). By then the United States became the country with the largest 
Jewish diaspora in the world, in the mid-fifties the number of Jews in this country 
approach 5 million 10

, while the Soviet Jewish diaspora continue to reduce. In 1970 it 
numbered 2.2 million, in 1979 - 1 .8 million, in 1989 - 1 .4 million. 

But just in this time the emigration from the Soviet Union became free and 
was growing up, the dissolution of the USSR accelerated this growth. The Russian 
branch of Jewish diaspora, the largest in the past, rapidly loses its importance. 
According the recent estimations it remains on the territory of former Soviet Union 
somewhat more then one third of the Jewish population of 1989, a quarter of the 
Jewish population of 1959 a something as 1 0 percent of its number enumerated by 
1897 Census a hundred years ago (Table 2). 

Table 2. The Jewish population in the Former Soviet Union by states, 1959, 
1989 and 1998, in thousands 

1959, 1989, 1998, 1989 as% 1998 as% 
Census Census estimation of 1959 of 1989 

Russia 880 570 325 64.8 57.0 
Ukraine 840 487 132 58.0 27.1 
Belarus 150 112 19 74.7 17.0 
Uzbekistan 94 95 11 101.1 11.6 
Kazakhstan 28 20 10 71.4 50.0 
Latvia 37 23 9.4 62.2 40.9 
Azerbaijan 46 41 8 89.1 19.5 
Georgia 52 25 7.5 48.1 30.0 
Moldova 95 66 6.5 69.5 9.8 
Lithuania 25 12 4.9 48.0 40.8 
Estonia 5.4 4.6 2.4 85.2 52.2 
Kyrgyzstan 8.6 6 2.2 69.8 36.7 
Tadjikistan 12.4 15 1.4 121.0 9.3 
Turkmenistan 4.1 2.5 1 61.0 40.0 
Armenia 1 0.7 0 70.0 0.0 
Total 2278.5 1479.8 540.3 64.9 36.5 
Source: Tolts M. Demography of the Jews m the Former Sov1et Un1on: Yesterday and Today. Paper 
presented at the Conference "Jewish Life After the USSR: A Community in Transition". Harvard 
University (Cambridge, Mass.), February 13-15, 1959, p. 23. 

The majority of Jews leaving the former USSR goes to Israel (656,000 during 
1990-1996 according the Israeli official sources). The Soviet/post-Soviet wave of 
immigration to Israel in early 1990s was comparable with the highest wave of 

9 Heitman S. Soviet emigration in 1990: a new "Fourth Wave"? Innovation (Vienna) , 1991, no 3/4, p. 
2. 
1° Chaliand G., Rageau J.-P. The Penguin Atlas of Diasporas. Penguin Books, 1997, p. 57. 
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immigration to this country between 1948 and 1952 (855,000) 11 and caused the 
significant increase of a concentration of Jews in Israel. Nevertheless certain part of 
them leaving the former USSR moves to the United States, Germany or other 
countries and remains in diaspora. Aside from this the emigration from Israel also 
exists though it is not so typical for the newcomers from the Soviet Union 12

. On the 
whole the dispersion of Jews through the world remains very important though the 
last "post-Soviet" immigration has diminished it significantly (Table 3). 

Table 3. Dispersion of Jews through the World in 1996 

Thousands Per cent 
World total 13025 100.0 
Israel 4568 35.1 
Diaspora 8457 64.9 

United States 5700 43.8 
France 524 4.0 
Canada 362 2.8 
Former Soviet Union 595 4.6 

Russia 340 2.6 
Ukraine 155 1.2 
Other former republics 100 0.8 

United Kingdom 291 2.2 
Argentina 205 1.6 
Brazil 100 0.8 
South Africa 95 0.7 
Australia 94 0.7 
Germany 70 0.5 
Other countries 421 3.2 

Source: DellaPergola S. World Jewish Population, 1996. American Jewish Yearbook, 1998, p.482, 
510. 

Armenian disapora 

An important Armenian population appeared in Russian empire in the late 
1820s after the annexation by Russia certain part of Armenian lands until 
incorporated into Persia or Ottoman empire. These events were accompanied by the 
massive resettlement the Persian and Turkish Armenians to these henceforth 
Russian territories. Before the resettlement there were in Russia 133 thousands of 
Armenians -something about 6-7 percent of total number of Armenians in the world 
whereas more then 80 percent of the world Armenian population lived in Turkey. 
The most part of "Russian" Armenians, 1 07 thousands, lived in Russian 
Trascaucasia. It was estimated that only during the late 1820s - early 1830s about 
200,000 Armenian emigrants arrived to Transcaucasia. After this the affluence of the 
immigrants became much weaker but did not cease. In the 1860s the Armenian 

11 Della Pergola S. Le systeme mondial de migration juive en perspective historique. Revue 
Europeenne des migrations internationales, 1996 (12} , 3, p. 20-22. 
12 Ibid. 
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population of Russia numerated more then 530 thousands including almost 480 
thousands in Transcaucasia13

• 

In the mid-1890s the tragic events took place in Turkey. The outburst of a 
genocide in 1894-1896 carried away about 200,000 Armenians and pushed them to 
new massive emigration. In 1897-1916 about 500,000 Armenians arrived to 
Russia14

. At the eve of the First World War the Armenian population of Russia 
numbered 1.8 million, a little less then in Turkey (2 million). 

The tradition of Armenian repatriation to Transcaucasia, namely to the 
Armenian republic which was created as an independent state in 1918 and 
incorporated into the Soviet Union in 1924, existed many decades. There were 
three large waves of repatriation during the Soviet period: in 1921-1936 (42,000), 
after the World War II, in 1946 (the most important wave, 90,000-1 00,000) and in 
1962-1982 (32,000). The total number of Armenian repatriates of Soviet period is 
estimated at 180,00015

. 

The adaptation to Soviet realities was not easy for many of repatriates and 
the aspiration to leave the USSR began to accrue among them and their children. 
The growing stream of emigration, in the main to the Western countries, emerged in 
1956. The total number of Armenian emigrants from the USSR mostly to the United 
States (more then 80 percent of a total) in 1956-1989 is estimated at 77,00016

. 

Table 4. The distribution of Armenians in the world, late 1980s - early 1990s, 
thousands 

Countries Countries 
World total 6400 
Soviet Union 4623 Other countries 1800 

of them: of them: 
Armenia 3084 USA 600 
Russia 532 Canada 50 
Georgia 437 France 250 
Azerbaijan 391 Argentina 50? 

Incl. Upper Karabakh 145 Austral ia 25 
Ukraine 54 Iran 100? 
Uzbekistan 51 Syria 80? 
Turkmenistan 32 Lebanon 100 
Kazakhstan 19 Others 545 
Other republ ics of the USSR 23 

Source: Nacionalny sostav naselenia SSSR po dannym Vsesojuznoj perepisi naselenia 1989 g. 
Moscow, 1991, p. 148, 120; Chaliand G., Rageau J.-P. The Penguin Atlas of Diasporas. Penguin 
Books, 1997, p. 89. 

At the beginning of 1990s a total number of Armenians in the world was 
estimated at 6.4 million. Their rough distribution by countries is shown in Table 4. 
4.6 million (72 percent of world total) lived in the USSR including 3.1 inhabitants of 
Armenian republic and 1.8 million were dispersed through the world. 

The disintegration of the USSR, certain preceding events, in particularly the 
terrible earthquake of 1988 and clashes between Armenians and Azeris, as well as 

13 Kabuzan V. Op. cit. , p. 104-105. 
14 Ibid., p. 203. 
15 

Mouradian C. De Staline a Gorbatchev, histoire d'une republique sovietique: I'Armenie. Paris, 
1990, p. 172. 
16 Heitman S. Op. cit ., p. 2. 
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the growing political tension in Transcaucasia, North Caucasus, Central Asia after 
1991 changed the situation drastically. On the one hand these changes provoked 
the forced migration of Armenians from Azerbaijan, North Caucasus and Abkhazia. 
The number of Armenian refugees only from Azerbaijan in 1988-1991 is estimated at 
350,00017

. On the other hand the deterioration of an economic and political situation 
in Armenia entailed a massive emigration from Armenia which was largely facilitated 
by the help of "interior" (in Russia and other former Soviet republics) or Western 
diaspora. 

According the official Russian data a net migration of Armenians into Russia 
in 1990-1997 made up 258,000 persons but probably not all immigrants were 
included in official data. Moreover an Armenian emigration to other former Soviet 
republics, for example to Ukraine, also exists as well as to the Western countries. 
For example the total number of Armenian emigrants to the United State in the first 
half of 1990s is estimated at 80,00018

• According to evaluations of Armenian 
experts, the total emigration between 1990-1997 numbers 700,000 persons that is 
20 percent of total population of Armenia at the end of 1980s 19

• To all appearances 
the Armenian dispersion through the world is growing again. 

Russian diaspora 

In parallel with the diasporas arising from the expulsion or flight there are 
also the diasporas which are created by relatively voluntary migrations "in search of 
work, in pursuit of trade or to farther colonial ambition"20

• A classical example is the 
ancient Greeks diaspora which appeared as a result of creation of Greek colonies in 
Mediterranean. On the contrary, one has cast some doubt, as we saw, on the 
interpretation as diaspora the descendants of British, French or German colonists. 

The same doubt can appear concerning a Russian diaspora. As applied to 
Russians this notion is recent. The Russian colonisation was considered as 
"internal"; leaving for Siberia, Central Asia or Caucasus the Russians carried on to 
perceive themselves being at home. Relatively not numerous Russian emigrants 
outside of Russian or Soviet empire did not constitute everywhere stable closed 
communities and dissolved enough quickly in the population of the host countries. 
The situation changes after the dissolution of the USSR. More than 17 percent of 
Russians remained out of the new Russian state (Russian Federation), in 
"dispersion" and may be considered as Russian diaspora. 

Such consideration corresponds to the feelings of many Russians in the 
former Soviet republics. They have firstly perceived themselves as an ethnic 
minority, experienced a social, cultural and political discomfort and began to strive 
for the reinforcement of the links with a homeland or for the repatriation to Russia. 
Perhaps the new situation of Russians in former republics of the USSR is not yet 
perceived by them in full measure or does not reveal itself completely. Nevertheless 
the repatriation of Russians in 1990s assumes ever grater importance (Table 5). 

17 
Arutiunian L. Novye tendencii migraci i v Armenii. In: Migracionnaja situacia v stranah SNG. 

Moscow, 1999, p. 71. 
18 

Ter Minassian A. La diaspora armenienne. In: Bruneau M. (ed.). Diasporas. Montpelier, GIP 
RECLUS, 1995, p. 32. 
19 

Arutiunian L. Op. cit, p 71. 
2° Cohen R. Global diasporas. London , UCL Press, 1997, p. 180. 
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Tables 5. Return migration of Russians in 1990-1997 

Russians in Net migration Net migration Part of every 
1989, of Russians to in% to total country in % to 

Country thousands Russia in Russian total net 
1990-1997, population migration of 
thousands Russians 

Armenia 51.6 28.5 55.3 1.1 
Azerbaijan 392.3 173.1 44.1 6.6 
Belarus 1342.1 26.6 2.0 1.0 
Estonia 474.8 56.45 11 .9 2.1 
Georgia 341.2 143.9 42.2 5.5 
Kazakhstan 6227.5 875.6 14.1 33.3 
Kyrgyzstan 916.6 207.9 22.7 7.9 
Latvia 905.5 87.75 9.7 3.3 
Lithuania 344.5 42.9 12.5 1.6 
Moldova 562.1 47.5 8.5 1.8 
Tajikistan 388.5 207.2 53.3 7.9 
Turkmenistan 333.9 75.7 22.7 2.9 
Ukraine 11355.6 271 .3 2.4 10.3 
Uzbekistan 1653.5 384.4 23.2 14.6 

Total 25289.5 2628.8 10.4 100.0 

Russian repatriation is not something absolutely new. Their outmigration from 
"national" republics is observed long ago but in 1990s it was accelerated. During the 
8 years from 1990 to 1997 more than 2.6 Russians or more than 1 0 per cent of all 
Russians who lived in former Soviet republics have returned to the Russian 
Federation. 

The outflow of Russians from different post-Soviet states was not equal. It 
was minimal in the Slave countries - 2-2.5% of all Russians living in Ukraine or 
Belorussia. It was not very significant neither in Moldova nor in Baltic states. On the 
contrary there was very high outflow from four countries of Central Asia (27 per cent 
of their Russian population, on the average) and especially from Transcaucasia (44 
per cent, on the average, from Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia). The Central 
Asian countries, having the Russian population almost half as many as Kazakhstan, 
are equal to Kazakhstan by the volume of net outmigration of Russians. Central Asia 
and Kazakhstan together provide two third of the net inflow of Russians to Russia. 

In Turkmenistan and especially in Tadjikistan the outflow of Russian in 1990s 
exceeded their total increase during four decades between 1959 and 1989. In 
Uzbekistan and Kirgyzstan it represented about 70% of this increase, in Kazakhstan 
- about 40%. As for Transcaucasia, the Russian population was diminished here 
between 1959 and 1989 so that the outflow of the 1990s was only the continuation of 
the trend which already existed. 

Ukrainian diaspora 

The Ukrainian and Russian diasporas have many similar features and 
common problems but there are also the significant distinctions between them. 

At the beginning of 20s century there were about 26-27 million Ukrainians in 
the World. (There were also higher estimations - up to 34 and even to 37 million21

). 

More than 80 per cent of Ukrainians (identified by the mother tongue) - 22.4 million -

21 
Sembratovytch R. Le tsarisme et !'Ukraine. Paris, 1907, p. 22-23, 29. 
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lived in Russian empire. Besides an important number of Ukrainians lived in Austro­
Hungarian empire. According to Census of 1910 Ukrainian population of Austro­
Hungary counted about 4 million; 3.2 million of them, essentially the Uniats (Greek 
Catholics) , were concentrated in Galicia, 0.3, essentially the Orthodox, - in 
Bukovyna, almost 0.5 million (the Uniats) - in Hungary (in Transcarpathia)22

. 

Russian and Austro-Hungarian Ukrainians were divided by the frontier but they were 
not dispersed. 

Nevertheless the dispersion of Ukrainians existed. Before the First World War 
several hundred of thousands of Ukrainian emigrants were dispersed through the 
World: about 250,000-300,000 Ukrainians from Galicia and Transcarpthia lived in 
the Untied States, about 170,000 in Canada, several tens of thousands- in Brazil23

• 

Besides there was in Russian empire its own Ukrainian "diaspora". Though 
the Ukrainians settlements were frequently mixed up with the Russian ones, at the 
beginning of 20s century there was well-defined area of overwhelming Ukrainian 
population. The Ukrainians formed a majority of population (more than a half) in 9 
from 50 provinces (goubernil) of European Russia (including the province of Tavria 
without Crimea). These 9 provinces have formed afterwards the territory of the 
independent, then Soviet Ukraine in the frontiers which existed until 1939. But even 
in 1897 on this territory was concentrated only 76 per cent of all Ukrainians 
accounted by the Census of Russian empire. The others lived either in the 
neighbour provinces with the predominant Russian or Polish population or in far­
away regions of Russian-Ukrainian colonisation (Ukrainians being the second by 
size ethnic group of Empire took an active part in its colonial expansion). In 
particular the 1897 Census accounted 223,000 in Siberia and 102,000 in Central 
Asia. 

But it was only a beginning of a dispersion of Ukrainians. "Between 1896 and 
1906 .. . about 1.6 million Ukrainians migrated eastward ... By 1914 about 2 million 
Ukrainians lived permanently in the Far East. Moreover, proportionately almost twice 
as many Ukrainians as Russians moved eastward in the search for land. Thus, at 
exactly the same time West Ukrainians from the Habsbourg empire were colonising 
the prairies of western Canada, their East Ukrainian counterparts were bringing the 
plow to Russia's Pacific coast"24

. So that a dispersion of Ukrainians interior of 
Russian empire was growing. Apparently it was accompanied by a rapid 
Russification of Ukrainians leaving their homeland, facilitated by the considerable 
cultural and linguistic proximity of Ukrainians and Russians. 

The historical events associated with the World War II changed drastically the 
situation of Ukrainians. All the most important parts of divided Ukrainian community 
were incorporated in the Soviet Union and by virtue of this firstly in the history were 
united in the confines of only one state. As a result the part of Ukrainians living in 
Ukraine in the total of Soviet Ukrainians has grew. After the War it stabilise at a level 
of about 85 percent (in 1959 - 86.3 percent, in 1970- 86.6, in 1979 - 86.2, in 1989 
- 84.7 percent). 

22 Auerbach B. Les races et les nationalites en Autriche-Hongrie. Paris, 1917, p. 24, 257, 272, 342, 
381. 
23 Subtelny 0. Ukraine: A History. Toronto, 1994, p. 541, 545, 547. 
24 Ibid. , p. 262. 
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Table 6. The Ukrainians in the USSR in 1926 

Part in Part of Claimed Ukrainian as 
Number total Ukrai- mother tongue, in 

Republics and regions of of number of nians- percent 

the USSR Ukra- Ukraini- urban Total Urban 
inians, in ans, dwellers, popu- popu-

thousands percent percent lation lation 
USSR 31195 100.0 10.5 87.1 64.9 
Ukraine 23219 74.4 10.9 94.1 74.5 
RSFSR 7873 25.2 8.9 67.0 31.7 
including: 

Siberia 828 2.7 3.6 56.6 36.9 
Kazakhstan* 861 2.8 3.7 76.5 39.8 
* In 1926 Kazakhstan formed a part of the RSFSR. 

Source: Vsesojuznaja perepis' naselenia 1926 g. t. IX, p. 34,40; t. XI , p. 8, 1 0; t. XVII , p. 8, 14. 

The migration of Ukrainians to the other republics of the USSR took place but 
its volume was not too considerable and could not influence significantly a 
dispersion of Soviet Ukrainians. But those of them who lived out of Ukraine were 
rapidly russifying. In 1989 more than a half of them claimed the Russian as their 
mother tongue (table 7) . This fact by itself can be interpreted in a variety of ways. 
One can say that Russian-speaking people of Ukrainian extraction identify 
themselves as Ukrainians rather by inertia whereas in reality they are already 
completely assimilated with Russians. But somebody can insist that linguistic 
assimilation , on the contrary, hides a veritable "ukrainship" even of those who, 
according a Census data, identified themselves as Russians. Such assumption is 
the base for the revision of 1989 Soviet Census results. According to certain 
Ukrainian authors the real size of Ukrainian diaspora in Russia in 1989 was not 4.4 
million as the Census data show but something between 10 and 20 million25

. 

Table 7. The Ukrainians in the USSR in 1989 (Census data) 

All Ukrainians Ukrainians claimed 
Russian as mother tongue 

Thousands Per cent Thousands Per cent 
USSR 44186 100.0 8309 18.8 

Ukraine 37419 84.7 4578 12.2 
Russia 4363 9.9 2487 57.0 
Other republics 2404 5.4 1243 51.7 

In parallel with the dispersion of Ukrainians in the former Soviet Union there 
is their dispersion throughout the World, in the main as a consequence of old 
emigration to the New World mostly from Western Ukraine. An advanced process of 
linguistic and other assimilation of Ukrainians is everywhere observed and, from the 
point of view of certain Ukrainian scholars, leads to the underestimation of veritable 
number of Ukrainians in the world . They propose their proper estimations (Table 8). 

25 
lnformacijny buleten' Ministersva Ukrainy v spravah nacionalnostej, migracii ta kultiv. Kyiv, 1995, 

2, p. 54. 
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Table 8. Distribution of Ukrainians throughout the world. Yearly 1990s, in 
thousands, different estimations 

Official Maximal Official Maximal 
data or esti- data or esti-
minimal mation minimal mat ion 

esti- esti-
mat ion mation 

Ukraine 37419 37419 Western Europe 119 140 
FSU 6767 17208 North America 1693 2300 

Russia 4363 10600 Canada 963 1000 
Kazakhstan 896 4000 United States 730 1300 
Belarus 291 1000 South and Central 
Moldova 600 800 America 580 585 
Kyrgyzstan 108 300 Brazil 350 350 

Others 508 508 Argentina 220 220 
Eastern Europe 562 1012 Others 10 15 

Poland 250 500 Australia and 
Romania 150 300 Oceania 30 30 
Czech and 
Slovak Rep. 150 200 
Others 12 12 Total 47171 58694 

Source: Ukraine and Ukrainians throughout the World. A demographic and Sociological Guide to the 
Homeland and its Diaspora. Univ. of Toronto Press, Toronto, 1994, p. 9-10. 

According these estimations more than one third of Ukrainians live out of their 
homeland and even by the official or minimal estimations 21 percent of Ukrainians 
are in dispersion. 

The dissolution of the USSR was accompanied by the expectation of mass 
return migration of Ukrainians. "According to the sociological poll in 1992, 10 percent 
of Ukrainian diaspora in the Russian Federation have an unambiguous intention to 
be granted Ukrainian citizenship, a half of them - in the immediate future... The 
intention of Ukrainians to repatriate were even more pronounced in non-Slave 
republics of the former Soviet Union"26

. Really, in 1991-1992 Ukraine as well as 
Russia became an area of inflow of population leaving the non-Slave post-Soviet 
states. About 40 percent of this inflow were provided by the Ukrainians leaving 
Russia, in the main- its North regions27

. 

But "beginning in 1993, ... owing to aggravation of socio-political situation, 
the process of repatriation was suspended"28

. The migration streams have altered, 
the in-migration to Ukraine became less important than out-migration. The balance 
of migration of Ukrainians between Ukraine and Russia for 1992-1997 was 165,000 
persons in favour of Russia. The return migration from the Western Ukrainian 
diasporas, for example Canadian, neither was not observed. 

German diaspora 

The German diaspora or "semi-diaspora" in the USSR represented one more 
type of an ethnic group in dispersion. In 1897 1.8 million Germans have been 

26 
Piskun A. Sovremennaja migracionnaja politika Ukrainy: problemy stanovlenia. In: Migracionnaja 

situacia v stranah SNG, p. 258. 
27 

Zajonchkovskaia Zh. SNG cherez prizmu migracij. In: Migracionnaja situacia v stranah SNG, p. 60. 
28 Piskun A. Op cit., p. 258. 



recorded in Russian empire including 1.3 million in European Russia, 0.4 million - in 
Polish provinces 57,000 in Caucasus, more than 5,000 in Siberia and about 9,000 
in Central Asia29

. Their ancestry came to Russia by the invitation of Russian 
Government mostly as the peasants- colonists, artisans, sometimes as liberal 
professions. In 19th century the German colonists "became a well-organised, 
privileged class, distinct from the Russian peasantry, with an internal self­
government patterned on the institutions of their country of origin"30

, the number of 
colonies and its population were growing rapidly. But they were not completely 
separated from the Russian society, bit by bit were involving in the processes of 
general economic and social evolution. "Towards the end of nineteenth century and 
the beginning of the twentieth, the former colonists were about to relinquish their 
ethnic-cultural and social-class isolation and become an active, dynamic component 
in general Russian economic and social life" 31

• 

After the Civil War, at the beginning of the 1920s, not all territory of the former 
Russian empire was included in the USSR. On the territory which was included only 
1,030,000 Germans lived in 1897.32 The 1926 Census accounted on this territory 
1,193,000 Germans by criteria of mother tongue (as it was in 1897) or 1,238,000 by 
autoidentification. The majority of Soviet Germans lived in the European part of 
Russian Federation (In Volga region where a concentration of German population 
was the highest the German Autonomous Republic created) and in Ukraine. The 
distribution of Germans through the Soviet Union between two world wars is shown 
in Table 9. 

Table 9. Distribution of Germans through the USSR in 1926 and 1939 

Regions of the USSR Thousands Percent 
1926 1939 1926 1939 

USSR 1238.5 1427.3 100 100 
Russian Federation 806.3 862.5 65 60 

German Autonomous Republic 379.6 366.7 31 26 
Ukraine 393.9 392.5 32 27 
Other republics 38.3 172.3 3 12 

Source: Vsesojuznaja perepis' naselenia 1926 g. T. 9, p. 8, 70; t. 11, p. 8, t. 17, p. 8; Vsesojuznaja 
perepis' naselenia 1939 g. Osnovnye itogi. Moscow, 1992, table 16. 

The change of the Western frontier of the USSR in 1939 and then in 1945 has 
not led to an increase of German population. In accordance with the Soviet-German 
agreements 1939-1940 about 400,000 Germans from Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia 
annexed by the USSR was displaced to Germany in its new frontiers33

. The same 
took place afterwards, in 1944-1945, when 500,000 Germans were displaced from 
the Eastern Prussia in accordance with a resolution of the Potsdam Conference. As 
to the destiny of properly "Soviet" Germans, it was more tragic. They were deported 
from European part of the USSR to Siberia, Kazakhstan and Central Asia where the 
most part of them remained till the late 1980s at first because they were deprived of 

29 
Pervaia vseobshchaia perepis' naselenia Rossijskoj imperii 1897. Kratkie obshchie svedenia po 

imperii . St. Petersburg, 1905, table 1. 
3° Fleischhauer 1. , Pincus B. The Soviet Germans: Past and present. London, 1986, p. 19. 
31 Ibid., p. 24. 
32 

Vsesojuznaja perepis' naselenia 17 dekabria 1926 g. Kratkie svodki. Vypusk 4. Narodnost' i rodnoj 
~azyk naselenia SSSR. Moscow, 1928, table 1. 

3 Fleischhauer 1., Pincus B. Op. cit. , p. 64. 
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the right to return at the places where they lived before deportation and after 
because they had no a real possibility to return. 

Table 10. Distribution of Germans through the USSR in '1989 

Regions of the USSR Thousands Percent 
USSR 2,039 100.0 
Russian Federation 842 41 .3 

Western and Eastern Siberia 483 23.7 
Ukraine 38 1.9 
Kazakhstan 958 47.0 
Central Asia 178 8.7 
Other republics 23 1.1 

Asian part of the USSR (Kazakhstan, Central 
Asia and Siberia) 1,619 79.4 

It became more and more clear that former situation of Germans in Soviet 
Union could not be restored. More and more Germans perceived the emigration to 
Germany as an only way to overcome the deadlock. But the emigration was not free 
in this time. In the 1950s only few number of Soviet Germans managed to emigrate 
(more then 12,000 in 1958-1959). Again, 62,000 emigrated in 1972-198034

. 

Besides, though the aspiration to emigrate existed in this time, it was not yet 
general among Soviet Germans, it may be because of the fact that, under the 
influence of artificially created circumstances, they were isolated from German 
culture, were rapidly forgetting their language and loosing their ethnic identity. In the 
time of the 1926 Census 95 percent of Germans claimed German as their mother 
tongue. In the time of the 1989 Census 51 percent of Germans considered that their 
mother tongue was Russian. According the 1994 Russian Microcensus returns, 870 
from 1000 Germans said that they use Russian language at home, 996 from 1000 -
in the educational institution, 970 from 1000- at work35

. 

The majority of Soviet Germans still hoped to restore their position in the 
RSFSR or Ukraine, to reconstitute the German Autonomous Republic in the Volga 
Region or elsewhere, to come back to the places where they lived before. None of 
such projects was realised and towards the late 1980s the repatriation to Germany 
remained as a single disposable way to resolve the accumulated problems. 

At this time the repatriation of Germans from the former Soviet Union became 
important. Only 106,000 Germans left the USSR between 1948 and 1986 whereas in 
1987-1990 the number of emigrants exceeded 308,00036

. According the 
estimations, during all period from the end of 1940s to 1996 1.55 million Germans 
emigrated from the former USSR to Germanl7 . When it is considered that total 
number of emigrants before 1991 slightly exceeded 400,000, one can calculate that 
more then 1.1 million persons left the post-Soviet states during 1991-1996. It is 
probable that the German diaspora in this part of the World will disappear very soon. 

34 
Munz R. , Ohliger R. Deutsche Minderheiten in Ostmittel- und Osteuropa, Aussiedler in 

Deutschland. Demographie aktuell , 1997, Nr. 9, Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, S. 10. 
35 

Rossijskij statisticheskij ezhegodnik 1997. Moscow, 1997, table 2.9. 
36 Heitman S. Op cit. , p. 2. 
37 

Munz R., Ohl iger R. Op. cit. , S. 8. 
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Tatar diaspora 

The principle of a national-territorial autonomy, officially declared in the Soviet 
Union, required for creating the autonomous territorial units for every peoples of the 
USSR. For the more or less numerous peoples who had not their union republics 
the territorial units of lower rank- autonomous republics, autonomous 'oblasts', etc.­
have been created. It was something as an official homeland for the peoples but, as 
it shown in Table 9, many of them were dispersed with respect to their homelands. 
The Tatars of Volga, the second by size after Russians ethnic group of the Russian 
Federation, is the most typical example. 

The Volga Tatars had lost their state independence and became Russian 
subjects in 16th century, after the military victories of Ivan the Terrible. During next 
four centuries they maintained their language, culture and religion but a long 
interaction with Russian surroundings and Russian authorities destroyed step by 
step the isolation of Tatar community. In 20th century the processes of 
modernisation have involved the Tatars as well as the Russians, the Ukrainians and 
other peoples of the Soviet Union in big migrations. In the late 1980s almost three 
fourth of Volga Tatars lived beyond the boundaries of Tatarstan and almost a quarter 
- very far from their homeland, in Siberia, at Far East, in Kazakhstan, Central Asia, 
etc. About 17 percent of Volga Tatars (1.1 million persons) lived beyond the 
boundaries of the Russian Federation and after the dissolution of the Soviet Union 
remained abroad. 

Table 11. Tatars in the USSR, 1989 

Tatars claimed 
Thousands Percent Russian as 

mother 
tongue, 
percent 

USSR total 6648.8 100.0 16.1 
Beyond the boundaries of: 

Tatarstan 4883.4 73.4 20.7 
Tatarstan and Bashkortostan 3762.7 56.6 24.8 
European Russia 1606.0 24.2 27.0 
Russia 1126.7 16.9 25.3 

The Tatars in dispersion were quickly russified. In 1989 only about 3 percent 
of Tatars living in Tatarstan and about 7 percent of those living in Bashkortostan 
claimed Russian as mother tongue. But among the Tatars living beyond the 
boundaries of these two autonomous republics the part of Russian-speaking Tatars 
(with Russian as mother tongue) rose to 25-27 percent. It is not inconceivable that 
real degree of Russification is even higher. In the course of the 1994 Microcensus, 
388 from 1000 Tatars living in Russian Federation claimed that they use Russian 
language at home, 862 from 1 000 - in the educational institution, 793 from 1 000 - at 
work38

. 

In 1980s the dispersion of Volga Tatars through the Soviet Union growing 
until this time has slightly diminished. Between 1959 and 1979 the part of Tatars 
living out of Russian Federation was increased from 17.2 to 19.1 percent, between 

38 Rossijskij statisticheskij ezhegodnik 1997, table 2.9. 
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1979 and 1989 it came down to 16.9 percent. The migration streams of last time 
testify that the dissolution of the USSR has amplified this tendency and has 
accelerated the repatriation of Tatars to Russia. During 1990 - 1996 67,700 Tatars 
left Russia and 243,700 arrived39

. Hence a net migration of Volga Tatars to Russia in 
7 years adds to 176,000 persons or 16 percent of a total number of Volga Tatars 
living out of Russian Federation in 1989. 

Discussion 

In this paper we considered six individual diasporas typical for the post-Soviet 
space. All of them possess certain common features but the big differences 
between them also exist and it renders every case unique in its own way. In 
particularly, the impact of the dissolution of the USSR upon the dynamics of every 
diaspora was not the same. The migration streams provoked by the new political 
situation at times have led to the reduction of diasporas and at other times - to their 
growth, in certain cases they don't practically influence the size of diasporas. In 
addition the change in a size of diasporas should be forthcoming as a consequences 
of change in autoidentification of certain groups of population in the process of 
adaptation to new political realities. Such changes will not be the same in different 
diaspora neither. 

Another result of our analysis is that the number of diasporas in the post­
Soviet space is very large. Six cases discussed above are typical but not exceptional 
for the post-Soviet space. The full list of similar situations would be much longer if 
not infinite. However it is surely not a specific post-Soviet phenomenon. 

According the English dictionaries the word "Diaspora" must be written with 
the majuscule "D" as a proper name and cannot be used in plural. During a long time 
it was applied only to the Jews who, after the Babylonian captivity, were scattered 
throughout the world , and denoted quite specific, unique phenomenon. But 
gradually the situation has changed , the dispersion became more and more frequent 
and the question emerged in what cases we can or we cannot use the term 
"diaspora". 

A commonly accepted rigorous definition of the notion of "diaspora" does not 
exist. The scholars propose a variety of distinctive characteristics of diasporas, as, 
for example, "(1) dispersal from an original homeland, often traumatically; (2) 
alternatively, the expansion from a homeland in search of work, in pursuit of trade or 
to farther colonial ambition; (3) a collective memory and myth about the homeland; 
(4) an idealisation of the supposed ancestral home; (5) a return movement; (6) a 
strong ethnic group consciousness sustained over a long time; (7) a troubled 
relationship with host societies; (8) a sense of solidarity with co-ethnic members on 
other countries; and (9) the possibility of a distinctive creative, enriching life in 
tolerant host countries"40

• 

Really, "classical" diasporas exhibit all or many of the above-mentioned 
features. But in many cases the classification of certain ethnic or religious groups as 
diaspora, even when they show the same features, is called into question. So "the 
term "diaspora" is not used when discussing the presence of descendants of British 
people in Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Canada, and the 
United States. Nor is the term applied to the many German colonies established in 

39 Demograficheskij ezhegodnik Rossii 1997. Moscow, 1997, table 7.9. 
4° Cohen R. Op. cit. , p. 180. 
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central and eastern Europe as far as the Volga (all but vanished since 1945), nor in 
several Latin American countries"41

. 

To all appearance, a consciousness of the appurtenance to an isolated 
community inside alien host country which is opposed to lost homeland is not an 
only possible collective feeling for the peoples in dispersion. The alternative 
possibility is to find a new homeland and to perceive it as your own. This solution is 
opposed to the "diasporisation" of dispersed peoples. But if two extreme positions 
are possible there is also possible and even inevitable the emergence of a continuity 
of many transitional, intermediary situations, the "semi-diasporas" and respectively a 
continuity of different degrees of autoidentification with homeland and host societies. 

When all such situations are described with the use of the term "diaspora" the 
notion of diaspora is banalised. Now diaspora is not the only one of its kind but a 
typical phenomenon and it is not surprising that the meaning traditionally associated 
in the past with the word "Diaspora" (with majuscule "0") is lost or modified. To all 
appearance, to understand the place of diasporas in the contemporary world and 
their future we need to start not from the exhaustive list of the features typical for 
more or less "classical" diasporas but from the real functions of the diasporas in the 
contemporary world. 

The world-wide modernisation, "globalization" destroys the localist barriers 
or at least disrupts their impermeability. For the different reasons linked with 
modernisation the people leave their homelands and find themselves in dispersion, 
thus the new and new "diasporas" emerge. 

Robin Cohen speaking about the interconnection between globalization and 
diasporization quotes popular song that suggests that "love and marriage go 
together like a horse and carriage". "Globalization and diasporization are separate 
phenomena, but they "go together" extraordinarily well", he says42

. But if really these 
phenomena are "separate"? Cohen denies a direct causal link. "It would be an 
enormous exaggeration... to suggest that . . . many changes... that underpin the 
process of globalization are caused by the existence of diasporas"43

• 

But direct causal links can have opposite sense and it is also mentioned by 
Cohen. He underlines that "globalization has enhanced the practical, economic and 
affective roles of diasporas, showing them to be particularly adaptive forms of social 
organisation"44

. 

One of the first objectives for voluntary as well as for involuntary migrants is to 
adapt, to root himself in the alien, unfamiliar surroundings of the host societies. The 
adaptation is not straightforward process, it may be often very painful. Diaspora is 
just an institutional form which helps migrants to live simultaneously in "two milieus" 
and thus facilitates the adaptation. In the past such double-faced existence could be 
very long and it seemed as something natural and eternal for the specific ethnic or 
confessional communities enclaved in a host society. But now the situation is 
changed because of a general acceleration of social processes. The modern 
diasporas, much more numerous then the rare Diasporas of the past became 
temporary refuge of migrants. Sooner or later all of them, their children, as a last 

41 
Chaliand G., Rageau J.-P. The Penguin Atlas of Diasporas. Penguin Books, 1997, p. XIII. 

42 Cohen R. Op. cit, p. 175. 
43 Ibid. 
44 Ibid., p. 176. 
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resort, their grandchildren have to make a definitive choice: or to return to a 
homeland either to assimilate completely with the host society. 

The deciding between these two possibilities is not easy because one has 
make a choice against the background of the profound general crisis of traditional 
principles of social integration which may be designate as the crisis of ethnic 
identity, or briefly the crisis of ethnicity. The modernisation destroys irreversibly 
the mediaeval, it may be even more ancient partitions between ethno-religious 
and/or ethno-cultural communities, devaluates the principles of social integration 
peculiar to all former societies and requires the emerging of certain new not ethnic­
based principles of social integration. As usually the old principles do not give place 
to new ones without resistance and the world for a long time becomes a scene of 
confrontation of two ideologies and two political practices. 

These are, on the one hand, universal and egalitarian ideas of the 
Enlightenment and French Revolution as well as the practice of the Nations-States 
based on the civil criteria of nationality, "droit du sol", etc. On the other hand, there 
are the ideas emerged as a East-European reaction to the West-European 
Enlightenment, such for example as Herderian ideas of impermeability of partitions 
between cultures, of primordial and unchangeable appurtenance of everybody to 
closed community, of "droit du sang", of ethnic nations and, accordingly, the practice 
of more or less "pure" ethnic states, setting apart the ethnic minorities, in extremis -
the ethnic cleansing. etc. 

The idea of "classical" diaspora agrees more with the latter one because it 
presumes that all religious and cultural heritage of ancestry will be preserved in 
purity and the ethno-cultural partitions will be protected against all the odds. As long 
as diaspora helps the ethnic minorities in dispersion to survive and to adapt 
themselves to the host societies it is functional and the experience of classical 
diasporas confirms, seemingly, the rightness of all kind of advocates of "ethnic 
purity", etc. An appurtenance to diaspora seems to be extremely important just for 
the minorities. Nevertheless the limits of diaspora sooner or later become too narrow 
for many of its members and they manifest the aspiration to come out of these limits, 
to dissolve in the "melting pot" of multiethnic societies, to assimilate with the ethno­
cultural majority. This natural process in different societies goes in a variety of ways. 
In the Soviet Union it was complicated by the contradictory attitude of the state which 
tried to combine the policy of "melting pot" and the policy of the "diasporisation". As 
this takes place, the second one played a more important role. 

In the USSR the ethnic affiliation of everybody was not a question of the 
personal self-determination but has been fixed "by blood" in the official documents 
proved personal identity. Thus, everybody who lived out of his or her "historical 
homeland" was by definition a member of diaspora. In the Soviet period the 
preservation of ethnic partitions played the double role. 

On the one hand, it allowed to retain a double or even more "multi-storey" 
identity for those who, for one reason or other, did not want or could not to dissolve 
in the "melting pot" of Empire. In this regard it was in accord with the interests, it may 
be temporal, of many, probably of most part of the ethnic minorities. One can 
simultaneously perceive oneself as a Tatar, as a Russian ("rossianin", citizen of 
Russia) and as a Soviet (citizen of the Soviet Union. 

On the other hand, the ethnic partitions protected the rights of the ethnic 
majority for whom the "melting pot" neither was not without danger because it 
menaced with the deprivation of old privileges having the ethnic or ethno-cultural 
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grounding. The Russians were "the first among the equals" in Tatarstan, in 
Uzbekistan and everywhere in the Soviet Union. 

The preservation of ethnic barriers by official policy promoted the 
"diasporisation" which sometimes neighboured the "ghettoisation" and in any case 
diminished the effect of the melting pot. 

The idea of ethnic-based nations is one of the most important part of all 
ideological heritage of the Soviet period. Now the universal conceptions of 
Enlightenment or the idea of "melting pot" are not popular nowhere in the Soviet 
successor states. Here, as however in the West, the rise of "ethnic self­
consciousness", the "return to the roots", etc. are underlined more frequently. A 
revival of ethnic feelings is really evident. All kinds of economic or political claims 
always when it is possible are joined with the ethnic claims or are camouflaged by 
them. 

Does it testify of the possibility to go over the crisis of ethnicity by the way of 
return to the ethnic basis of social integration? Such hypothesis exists but it does 
not seem to me too convincing. A revival is not always a sign of a flowering. 
Sometimes a short-lived, unhealthy revival points to an agony and hence to a danger 
of death. 
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