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The Department of Political and Social Sciences of the University of Bologna organizes an international 
workshop on intergenerational relations among the immigrant population in European countries. The 
workshop will be held in Bologna, Italy, on September 11th, 2015.  
 
First- and second-generation immigrants represent an increasing share of the European population. In the 
fields of sociology, demography and economics an increasing number of studies is devoted to exploring the 
consequences, challenges and opportunities related to the resulting transformation of European societies. 
However, little empirical research is available on support behaviour among (children of) immigrants and 
their families and on the consequences of this behaviour for the well-being and life chances of the immigrant 
population.  
 
The effect of parental support on young adults’ life chances is pervasive. As a consequence, family support 
for second- (or third-) generation immigrants is of paramount relevance for socio-economic integration in the 
new society and reducing inequalities in life chances between natives’ and immigrants’ children. 
Furthermore, the availability of family care and financial support in old age is a relevant factor to explaining 
inequality in individuals’ well-being in later life. The few existing studies on the topic suggest that, in 
general, the way in which most immigrants make transfer decisions and the way in which they decide on 
allocations between children are different from those observed among native populations.  
 
The workshop will take a broad approach, addressing topics such as the role of the immigration process in 
shaping family relations; the comparative study of intergenerational relations between native populations and 
immigrants from specific origins; the analysis of perceived support obligations and family responsibilities 
among the immigrant population in Europe. The overall goal is to increase our knowledge about 
intergenerational transfer processes and about how to go about conducting research on them.  
 
Please submit an extended abstract of 1-2 pages (or even a full paper, including a shorter abstract) to 
sps.itip@unibo.it  by May 31st, 2015. Author notifications will be sent by mid-June. 
 
Up to 3 travel grants are available for presenting authors. Please mention that you wish to apply for a 
travel grant in your submission e-mail. 
 
Invited speakers:  
 
– Helen Baykara-Krumme (Technische Universität Chemnitz) 
– Helga A.G. de Valk (Netherlands Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute, The Hague & Vrije 

Universiteit Brussel) 
– François-Charles Wolff (Université de Nantes).  
 
The workshop will be free of charge; proceedings will be in English.  

 
 
Organizing Committee:  
Marco Albertini, Asher Colombo, Giancarlo Gasperoni, Debora Mantovani 


