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Country-specific institutional or cultural conditions have been increasingly indicated as
important determinants of family-related behaviors as well as key factors for explaining the
interrelationship between family-related choices and individual resources, values or norms.

Comparative research has often been launched in the last three decades in order to better
investigate the role of the context for individual behaviors. Has implementing an
international comparative perspective brought us closer to understanding family-related
behaviors? What do comparative studies add to country-specific studies? Which empirical
strategy — comparing similar or different realities — is more useful to explain the role of the
country-specific context?

This conference is aimed to provide a room for a discussion about the usefulness of
comparative research for understanding individual behaviors. We welcome contributions
that adopt an international comparative approach. At the end of the conference, a
summary and open discussion among participants on pros and cons of conducting
comparative research is planned.

Submission Procedure

Proposals for the conference should be submitted electronically to famchip@sgh.waw.pl
by 20 September, 2013. Please provide a one-page abstract with the necessary contact
information, title, affiliation. There is no conference fee.

The conference is funded from the research project Family Change in Italy and Poland (FamChiP),
financed by the National Centre of Science, that supports the collaboration between the Institute of
Statistics and Demography (Warsaw School of Economics) and the Department of Statistics, Informatics,
Applications (University of Florence).
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