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2. Five years of Demoscope Weekly

In January 2006 web demographic newspaper Demoscope Weekly accomplished five years. Just before this data the millionth visitor browsed it. Actually the most of this period it is a hybrid of biweekly academic periodical, popular science journal and a news bulletin as in a newspaper. The number of issues published is 230. Exposition of Demoscope here is based on the presentation by Anatoly Vishnevsky, its editor-in-chief, he made at the MPIDR in 2004.

The editorial board consider DW as a bridge between the scientific community and the General Public. The main goals of the sire are 1-To lay stress upon the population problems in the public opinion, 2-To discuss these problems not from time to time in connection with some special events (population census for example), but regularly, as it is common in the case of the problems of economics or politics, 3-To put this discussion under the supervision of the researchers themselves but not the journalists, frequently ignorant and/or politically engaged.

General public for Demoscope Weekly is the intellectual elite. It is not designed for mass audience. "General public" for DW is the people who form today or will form tomorrow the intellectual climate of the country - journalists, the academic sphere, university lecturers and students. 

The number of unique DW monthly visitors exceeds now 30 thousand. In 2005 people from more than 100 countries visited it. 

How DW visitors use its materials? According to our survey, 55 per cent - in research, 30% in teaching, 16% in development of proposals in social policy, 14% in applied calculations, 14% in preparing material for mass media, 10% in students work, 55% for outlook broadening.

What are the sections of DW? By now they are about 50 and include: Front page, Demographic barometers, Russian news, Contents of the issue, Eurasian news, Cover story, Newspapers write about…, Announcements, Voting, Census, Reading-room, Read books and periodicals, Population projections, Take care of women!, Profession – researcher, Analytics, From the history of demographic thought, What do we know about the fox?, Discussion, Interview, Guestbook, Visiting statistics, Subscription, Archives, About the project, Search, Correspondence, From archive files, Web surfing, Population policy in documents and comments, Translation.

DW inaugurated from the following principles: high scientific level, no political tendency, no forbidden grounds, broad coverage of the subject, high information density, access free of charge, interactivity. 

Main topics of DW include: Population size, composition and space distribution; Family and fertility; Health and mortality; Internal and international migration; Population and economy; Population and policy; Quality and standard of living; Population and environment; Employment; Status of women, children, youth, elderly; Population history; History of demography
One of the significant parts of DW is Annex. It is a source of data and instrument for population analysis. Currently it consists of the sections: 40 industrially developed countries of the world (24 population indicators in the form of tables, interactive graphs, including 50-year time series), 15 newly independent states (21 indicators), databases, interactive maps, population clocks, software for demographic projection, basic population indicators for all countries of the world, tables of the USSR and Russia censuses. Statistical annex is continuously being developed, extended, and added new features. 

The database of population indicators is periodically updated. However, of course, it is not a specific feature of DW. The principle we try to follow is to extend the set of instruments for applied demographic analysis and to shorten the distance between the demographic data itself and presentation of it in the form useful in the analysis. The examples of them are: calculation of relative indicators (http://demoscope.ru/weekly/iase/ias04_02_05.php?terr=1&ind=40), plotting of graphs “on the fly” (http://demoscope.ru/weekly/iase/ias05.php?tim=0&cou=2&terr=1&ind=4&Submit=OK), drawing of sex-age pyramids (http://demoscope.ru/weekly/iase/ias05_02_pi.php?terr=1&ind=40&gor=3), ranking (http://demoscope.ru/weekly/iase/ias05_02_09.php?terr=1&ind=47&tim=1&cou=0&sort=3). We extend the list of sources for reliable database refilling on a regular basis as well.

Inquire the additional details at http://demoscope.ru/center/so/epc2006.html.



















