Call for Contributions
for special issue of the journal Sexuality & Culture on the theme of
"Post-Soviet Intimacies"
Theme
This special issue will address intimacies in the context of social change. By intimacies, we are referring to the variety of emotional, physical, and romantic closeness linked to practices of sex and love. With the collapse of the Soviet Union and communist political power, precisely these intimacies, in some forms but not others, re-emerged into the public sphere. At the same time, religious re-traditionalization, political instability, economic troubles, and commercialization have each affected intimacy in various ways in post-Soviet societies. 
Which are the continuities and disjunctures that link and separate post-Soviet intimacies from their Soviet and even pre-Soviet roots? How have romance, sexuality, and dating become affected through the rapid rise of luxury consumption culture? How have changing power relationships and inequality throughout society affected understanding and practices of intimacy? In which ways have political, religious, and even technological change promoted or stymied the 'coming out' of suppressed sexuality practices? How are shifts in the meaning of intimate relationships reflected in language?
Topics
Contributions exploring intimacies (such as romance, sexuality, and dating) in any or multiple Post-Soviet countries are welcome. Submitted papers may be comparative or focus on one society, and may involve any appropriate research method. Papers relating varieties of intimacy to social change are especially welcome. Papers with a historical focus are encouraged, especially if they are focused on path-dependency or disjunctures, linking Soviet and pre-Soviet practices to post-Soviet developments. 
Sample topics of interest include, but are not limited to:
 commercialization, commodification of intimacies
 lovers and mistresses
 economic and power asymmetries in sexual and love relationships
 dating
 commercial sex
 one-night stands, 'friends with benefits' relationships
 marital intimacy
 infidelity
 intergenerational sex 
 technologically mediated intimacy
 suppressed and forbidden intimacies (which may include analyses of sexual minorities)
 regulation of sexuality/intimacy and the imposition of norms
Timeline
300 word abstracts due by March 13th, 2013. Abstracts will be reviewed and appropriate candidates selected for the special issue in April. Articles are due in September, 2013. These will be peer-reviewed; and those accepted will be published in early 2014. 
Guest Editors
Christopher Swader (Assistant Prof. of Sociology, National Research University – Higher School of Economics), Vaida Obelene (Dr. of Political and Social Sciences, Uppsala Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies)
Please email a 300 word abstract detailing your suggested contribution to cswader@hse.ru no later than March 13th, 2013. 
