This research-project is situated within the broader interdisciplinary research project ‘Cities & Newcomers’ at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel. The successful applicant will be offered scholarship support for 1 year starting from 15th October 2016 the earliest with the possibility of an extension for up to 4 years (in case of a successful funding application).
 
How Malthusian thinking framed the migration debate of the 21st Century.
Migration is the most controversial component of population change not in the least because of the difficulty to define and to conceptualize migration. Migration as spatial mobility has always existed. Yet with the emergence of cities and states, the nature of migration has changed. The concept of foreigner was born and became an important social phenomenon in human relations. The 19th and 20th century added two crucial quantitative changes with a profound qualitative impact on the characteristics of migration. First, the reinforcement and control of state borders around the First WW introduced a major distinction between internal and international migration. Second, the birth and continuous improvement of mass means of communication, information and transportation reinforced long-distance migrations.
Old colonialist and racist prejudices received a massive blow with the defeat of the Axis powers in the Second WW. The subsequent successful campaigns against segregation in the United States, against Apartheid in South Africa and against the remainders of the colonial era around the world, foreboded new ideas and attitudes and a generally accepted worldview of fundamental equality and non-discrimination between human beings.
New migrations became increasingly diverse and cultural differences became more outspoken and were often treated with suspicion. Strong xenophobic movements developed in many countries among some sections of the population and racism emerged in a modern populist form. Yet in glaring contrast with the thirties it didn’t find a strong foothold amongst intellectuals and there was no coherent openly racist doctrine. According to some writers islamophobia is creating a kind of indispensable intellectual glue for an adapted form of the old racist doctrines. Of course, one can argue that the disputable ideas on international migration have many ideological fathers, islamophobia being only one, be it very prominent, dimension.
However, what is often neglected in the discussion on international migration is the impact of the old Malthusian narrative on population as an underlying worldview shoring up the intellectual justification of anti-migrant policies.
This doctoral research proposal has two components. The first objective is to conduct an empirical analysis of demographic evolutions of the past seventy years and, in relation to this, to analyse how population projections gradually changed over the years. The focus will be on the relationship between population growth, population pressure, (economic) development and international migrations. Special attention will be paid to the role of conflicts in the genesis of migration flows and to the relationship with worldwide migration from rural areas to the cities. This urbanisation process represents the biggest transformation of modern humanity and forms a powerful redistribution of wealth. It is largely obfuscated by transnational migration in our worldview defined by state borders and hence largely misjudged. The ever-larger urban zones are shaping the new geography of our planet. They may form the most secure path to a sustainable future. As complex nodes of a new living together with an immense potential of creativity, cities form the biggest potential for both technical and societal innovation.
The second component consists of the theoretical refutation of Malthusian thinking in its modern appearances.  No other writer on population is better known than Malthus, but the basic theoretical assumptions of his thinking are barely understood. Malthus is mostly cited because of his population theory, but his views are entrenched in a more global worldview of the human nature, the role of society, the importance of technological progress and the crucial question of abundance and poverty. These aspects of the Malthusian thinking are up until today still powerful engines of the migration debate, and hence, worth probing. The world of today is clearly evolving in a different direction than predicted by the neo-Malthusian models of the sixties. Food production and economic development are faster than predicted and the adaptive evolution of human populations has largely been underestimated. Life expectancy has dramatically improved in all continents, while child mortality and extreme poverty are declining. Meanwhile world population growth halved from the 2.2% peak in 1963 and is still dropping. Of course, crude population numbers are weighing on the resources of our planet, but consumption patters increasingly form the greater peril for our future, with climate change as the biggest challenge. These empirical findings will be confronted with current political thinking on migration.
Job description:
-       You are expected to prepare presentations, articles and a PhD thesis on the topic of migration and Malthusian thinking under supervision of your promotor. Your research project fits in the broader interdisciplinary research project ‘Cities & Newcomers’ at the VUB.
-       You are expected to support the teaching staff with a limited number of teaching hours.
-       You are expected to apply for external funding.
 
Your profile:
-       You hold a strong postgraduate level qualification in Demography, History, Social Anthropology, Sociology, Human Geography or alike.
-       Proficiency in English is a must.
-       You have a critical interest in migration.
-       You can work independently but you also function well in a research group context.
 
What we offer:
-       The successful applicant will be offered scholarship support for 1 year starting from 15th October 2016 the earliest with the possibility of an extension up to 4 years.
-       A monthly scholarship of at least € 1.850 euro.
-       Full reimbursement of commuting expenses.
-       A dynamic and stimulating research environment.
 
How to apply?
To apply, please send  an email to patrick.deboosere@vub.ac.be with the following pdf’s:
-       A covering letter
-       A full CV
-       A copy of your diplomas
-       An overview of your yearly academic results
-       Your master thesis
 
The closing date for applications is 26th of September 2016. 28th of September the latest, candidates will be informed about the results of the first round of selection. Interviews for the second round of selection will take place at the campus Etterbeek of the  Vrije Universiteit Brussel.
More information?
Take a look at the following websites if you want more information about the research group Interface Demography (http://www.vub.ac.be/demography). For more information about PhD trajectories at VUB, take a look at http://www.vub.ac.be/en/phd.
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