2nd ISA Forum of Sociology: Session “Who’s Afraid of Population Decline? Challenges, Responses and Consequences” 
Date: August 1‐4, 2012 

Site: Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Organiser: International Sociological Association (ISA) 

Topics: The aim of this session is to put population decline, and resulting challenges, responses, and possible consequences more in focus of the international research agenda. Papers for this session should therefore address one or more of the following questions: Which patterns of (national, regional, urban) population decline can be observed?; Which specific challenges result from declining population numbers? (E.g.: to territorial cohesion); How exactly pose declining populations challenges that are different from challenges resulting from growing populations?; Which aspect of population decline is most problematic? (E.g.: the expectation of decline, tempo, scope and volatility of the process itself or its result: smaller populations); Which social fields are vulnerable to shrinking populations? (E.g.: infrastructures of the welfare state such as child care, education and health units; public administration, business organisations, the family); Which responses to declining populations can be observed?; How can responses to declining population numbers be classified and explained?; Which consequences result from population decline and specific response patterns (on a national, regional, urban, organizational, individual level)?; Is it desirable and possible to develop a middle range theory of possible consequences of population decline? Especially welcome are paper proposals based on comparative empirical research and theoretical contributions that systematically reflect the relationship of demographic changes and social institutions and infrastructures. 

	Language: English 


Deadline: December 15, 2011 

Contact: Walter Bartl, Martin‐Luther‐University Halle‐Wittenberg, Germany; Reinhold Sackmann, Martin‐Luther‐University Halle‐Wittenberg, Germany 

E-mail: walter.bartl@soziologie.unihalle.de; reinhold.sackmann@soziologie.uni‐halle.de 

Internet: http://www.populationassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/ISA2012_cfp_pop_decline.pdf 

(source: e-mail from the organizers) 

