Vacancy – Junior Research Associate
· Full-time junior research associate 

· Department of Sociology – Research group Interface Demography, Vrije Universiteit Brussel 

· Starting date: Springtime 2013 

· Contact: sylvie.gadeyne@vub.ac.be
Interface Demography seeks a 
full-time junior research associate with interest in quantitative social science research 
to work on a challenging research project. 
Project
The social distribution of cancer in Belgium. Socioeconomic inequalities in cancer mortality around the turn of the century 
Project background
There is consistent evidence of a negative association between socioeconomic (SE) position and nearly all indicators of morbidity and mortality. Yet, for cancer, the picture is less clear-cut: depending on the site of cancer being studied either a positive, a negative or no association at all is observed. In recent decades cancer has become a chronic and highly lethal disease and thus a leading cause of morbidity and mortality. The subsequent establishment of cancer registries in almost all European countries has prompted cross-country research and time trend analyses on cancer incidence and mortality. Belgium has among the highest all-cancer incidence in Europe and particularly high rates are observed for breast and lung cancer among other sites. As a consequence, this country constitutes a relevant setting to investigate the SE patterning of cancer mortality. Research on SE differences in cancer mortality including different cancer sites enables a deeper understanding of the entire spectrum of SE inequalities and may shed light on the causes of cancer inequalities and on the pathways connecting SE position and cancer.
Aim of the project
The post holder is expected to conduct quantitative research on SE inequalities in cancer mortality, under the supervision with the project coordinators. The aim of the project is to map social inequalities in cancer mortality (divided into specific causes such as breast and lung cancer) in detail via statistical, demographic and epidemiologic analyses using a census-linked follow-up study. This project aims to unravel SES inequalities in cancer mortality in Belgium and to gain insight in trends in those patterns between the beginning of the 1990s and the end of the 2000s. The findings should result in the submission of a doctoral dissertation in the social sciences and in publications in scientific journals.
General information
The duration of the project is 4 years.
Profile
 Master of science (Master in Sociology, Master in Health Sciences or related)
 Passion for scientific research
 Sound knowledge of and/or experience with quantitative research methods and data analysis 
 Ability to conduct research both independently and collaboratively
 Ability to learn new statistical techniques
 Demonstrate excellent interpersonal, oral and written communication skills (English)
 Willingness to prepare a PhD based on the research findings
 Commitment to high quality academic research
We offer: 
 Full-time appointment for 4 years (start Spring 2013)
 High-quality guidance in an academic environment
 Challenging research with great societal and scientific relevance 
Research group
Interface Demography is an excellent multidisciplinary research group within the Department of Sociology of the Vrije Universiteit Brussel. The main aim of Interface Demography is gaining sound empirical and theoretical insights into demographic evolutions as well as into their interaction with societal challenges. One of the key areas of study is inequality in health and mortality. This project wishes to expand this area by focusing on SES inequities in cancer mortality. 
Location
Department of Economic, Social and Political Sciences and Solvay Business School 
Research group Sociology – Interface Demography 
5 Pleinlaan, 1050 Brussels
How to apply?
Mail and e-mail a motivational letter and curriculum vitae before 1 February 2013 to:
Professor Dr Sylvie Gadeyne 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel
Department of Economic, Social and Political Sciences and Solvay Business School 
Research group Sociology – Interface Demography 
5 Pleinlaan, 1050 Brussels
For further enquiries please contact Sylvie GAdeyne by e-mail (sylvie.gadeyne@vub.ac.be) or phone (+32 2 6148129/+32 498 236043).
Additional information on the research group Interface Demography can be found on: http://www.vub.ac.be/demography
